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March 14: Government and labor union representatives convened in an attempt to reach a
compromise that would end strikes by public employees. The government team consisted of
Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo, deputy presidency minister Antonio Ibarra, Labor Minister
Francisco Rosales and Health Minister Ernesto Salmeron. The National Workers Front (FNT)
was represented by Lucio Jimenez, and Jose Angel Buitrago, among others. Union leaders said
they would accept a 425% wage increase. The government reiterated its offer of a 200% increase
and asked the unions to give the austerity plan a 10- week trial period without strikes, promising
to increase wages if prices do not decline during the truce period. Hotel and airport employees
accepted a 407% wage increase and returned to work. March 15: Dozens of police dislodged strikers
from the Olof Palme convention center, and from the government's revenue office housed in
the National Palace. Customs and hospital employees said they would not return to work before
receiving wage hikes. March 16: Some 50 strikers rallied in front of the Luis Alfonso Velazque park
near the convention center. March 17: FNT leader Lucio Jimenez told reporters that the government
had conceded to 90% of the points outlined in the front's proposal, including a 425% salary increase.
March 18: Government officials and union leaders signed an accord which ended strikes by public
employees. Highlights of the agreement include: * A truce until May 22, i.e., union leaders agreed
to refrain from occupations of public buildings and blockades of roadways during strikes. * Wage
hikes for health workers and educators. * Additional salary increases to be achieved through job
reclassification. * A government pledge of wage adjustments if inflation rates do not decline by
May 22. * Creation of a National Standard of Living Commission and a National Employment
Commission, comprised of labor and government representatives, charged with creating jobs and
monitoring real wage levels. The government promised not to implement sanctions against the
estimated 70,000 state employees who participated in the strikes. Both the government and the FNT
requested that the National Assembly protect workers by establishing a minimum wage. March
19: Twenty striking public health employees ended a 26-day hunger strike. (Basic data from AP,
03/19/91; ACAN-EFE, 03/16/91, 03/19/91; AFP, 03/15/91, 03/17/91, 03/18/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

